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1 CoR, uw. 177. 


If any man defile the Temple of God him ſhall God deftroy ; for the Temple 
of God ts Holy, | 


HAT it. has been the practice of all ages to ſet apart places for 
divine worſhip, that ſuch places have ever been regarded with 
peculiar reverence, and to ſecure to them that reverence have been ſe- 
parated from all common and profane uſes and dedicated to God's ſer- 
vice by ſome ſolemn act of conſecration, are points that need little 
proof. 


The Patriarchs, wherever they erected an altar in the place in 
which God had appeared unto them, conſecrated it to the Lord. The 
Jews conſecrated, and that by the command. of. God, their Taberna- 
cle, their Temple, their veſtments and veſſels belonging to his ſer- 
vice . When Solomon had finiſhed his Temple, he dedicated it with 
great ſolemnity, aſſembling the elders of Iſrael and all the heads of 


B | «« the 


® Exod, xl. 9, 10. Levit, vin. 10, 11. 
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| 0-1 
<< the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Iſrael *,“ to 
be preſent on the occaſion ; to implore, as we this day do, God's bleſ- 
ſing on the place and ſervices to be celebrated therein. And the 
places ſo conſecrated were ever after held ſo ſacred that it was highly 
offenſive to the feelings of piety to profane them. Every external 
purification that tended to impreſs them with reverence to the pre- 
ſence of God and the place of his worſhip was required of the wor- 
ſhipper, as not only in itſelf becoming, but as emblematical of that 
purity of heart without which they were unfit for intercourſe with 
God. And every defilement of his Holy Temple was ſeverely pu. 


niſhed, in ſome caſes by their own laws, in the more glaring inſtan- 


ces of tranſgreſſion, and in ſuch as were not always obvious to human 
notice, by ſome heavy judgment upon them from the immediate hand 
of God, to whom they looked in all ſuch caſes as the ſure avenger of 
his violated ſanctuary . | 


Even Heathens, taught by their own pious feelings, conſecrated their 
Temples, and were careful to avoid whatever they conſidered as a pro- 
fanation of them. And ſo facred did they hold the buildings that had 
been conſecrated to their Gods, that though theſe were deſtroyed ſtill 
they conſidered the ſpot on which they ſtood as holy ground ||. | 

0 27 Wd 


I Kings vie 2 
+ Lightfoet's Temple Service. 1 faany, 


Eſſe decet caſtum ſancti qui limina templi 
Ingreditur Ia aditu templi in Epidauro, Clem, Alexandr, 


1 Licet collapſa fit (wdes,) raligis qu ecenpavit ſolum, Plin, I. x, Ep. 56. 
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But whatever notions might be attached to ſuch places, and with 
whatever veneration they might be regarded in the darker ages of ſu- 
perſtition, with the fimplicity of chriſtian worſhip it will be ſaid ſuch 
notions are not conſiſtent, and in the preſent enlightened ſtate of man- 


kind all fuch ſuperſtitious cuſtoms muſt give way to more rational ideas | 
of the Deity and the ſervices that we owe him. It is in the heart that |} 
true religion is ſeated. It is there that the Chriſtian is to erect his 


Temple, and thither that he muſt bring the ſpiritual ſacrifices that are 
required of him: and the very paſſage I have choſen tor the preſent 
occaſion will be brought in proof of this. If any man defile the 
40 Temple ef God him ſhall God deſtroy; for the Temple of. God is 


« holy ; which Temple ye are, for ſo it follows in the verſe from 
which the text is taken. 


Far is it from the defign of this diſcourſe to defend the ſuperſtitions 
of any church or age, or to contend for any ceremonial ſervice, however 
free from ſuperſtition or conducive to the decency of divine worſhip, at 
the expence of that ſpiritual worſhip to which external forms muſt 
always be ſubſervient. While Lcontend for the holineſs of the place 
of God's worſhip and the reverence that is due to that, I ſhall not be 
unmindful to guard you againſt any reliance upon the Temple or the 
ſervice to the excluſion or negle& of that perſonal holineſs without 
which the moſt ſplendid ſtructures, the fitteſt ceremonies and the fineſt 
forms can be of little value in the fight of God. The heart itſelf muſt 
be pure as well as the place, alike free from the pollutions that would 
defile it and render it an unfit habitation for the Holy Ghoſt which 


dwelleth in us. Know ye not that ye are the Temple of God and that 
« the 


ö 


| 


\* 


„ 

% the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. If any man defile the Temple of 

God him ſhall God deftroy; for the Temple of God is holy; which Tem- 
cc ple ye are.” But while the allowed ſenſe of the Text was this, it re- 
cognizes in its alluſion to the Temple of divine worſhip the reverence 
that is due to that. From the acknowledged holineſs of the Temple 
and the reverence that was paid to that it is that the apoſtle infers the 
purity that is required in the heart of man, who is figuratively the Tem- 
ple of God, and who ſhould be alike careful to keep that free from the 


| pollutions that would defile it. So that this paſſage inſtead of leſſen- 


ing our reverence to places of divine worſhip confirms the veneration 
in which we hold them : and there is nothing in the nature of the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation or the practice of the Chriſtian church that ſhould 
lead us to hold them in leſs eſtimation: * On the contrary it will ap- 
pear to have been the conſtant practice of the Church of Chriſt to con- 


ſecrate them with great ſolemnity, and to hold them in all the veneration 
that we do. - 


Our Saviour himſelf would not ſuffer the Temple to be profaned * 
though that Temple was ſo ſoon to be deſtroyed, and though on other 
occaſions he ſpeaks in ſuch terms of the ceremonial ſervices of reli- 


gion as have led many to deſpiſe or to reject them altogether as of no 


account under the Chriſtian diſpenſation. 


So vain of their Temple and ſervice were the Jews, and ſo prone 


to reſt upon the ceremonials to the neglect of the ſpiritual ends 
and purpoſes of their inſtitution, that it was neceſſary to recal their 


attention to theſe, and to ſpeak of them in terms not excluſive but 


Jy 
Matth. xxi. 12, 19. b 


663 


J ſtrongly expreſſive of their ſuperiority i in rank and i N to the * 
ſervices of the Temple. \, 


That Temple which was the ſubject of their pride was to be 
deſtroyed ; and the time was at hand they were told in which it 


the fitter place for their devotions : that with reſpect to time and 
place and mode of worſhip, theſe were circumſtances of ſecondary 
importance: the devotion of the heart was of the firſt concern *. 


But becauſe ſome changes were to take place in the inſtitutions o 
religion, and others were not to be accounted of ſo highly as they 


tinued in as far as they would be neceſſary under other forms, or 
transferred to other times and places ; though the Jewiſh ſabbath 
was to be aboliſhed that there would be no day left for the moral 
uſes of its inſtitution; though the Temple at Jeruſalem would be 
deſtroyed that there would be no place for the worſhip of God 
among Chriſtians ; though no ſervice could be acceptable to God 
that did not proceed from the heart, that there was no longer to 

be any external worſhip, or any form or order in the celebration 

of it. 


When the ſervices of the Temple were aboliſhed, the ends of 
_—_ their inſtitution having been now accompliſhed, *©* Chriſt being 


end „ come an High Prieſt of good things to come by a greater and 
their C © more 
> but | | 


0 John iv 21 


ſhould no longer be a queſtion whether Jeruſalem or Samariã were 


had been, it was not to be underſtood that they were not to be con- \ 


4 


/ 


1 6] 
more perfect Tabernacle not made with hands ,“ other places 
were ſubſtituted for the purpoſe of aſſembling to offer up {piritoal 
44 ſacrifices 2 to God by 5 Chriſt +.” 


Aſſemblies of this ſort chere were among Chriſtians from 8 
though for a time ſcarcely to be called public ; for till their cifrum« 
ſtances would allow them to have churches to reſort to for the pub. 
lic exerciſe of their devotions, they were confined through fear of 
the Jews at firſt, and afterwards through fear of their heathen per . 
ſecutors $, to the retlrement of the cloſet, or the ſociety of à few 
fellow converts in the honſe of ſome hoſpitable Chriſtian whoſe 
zeal and circumſtances would allow him to afford an nn to ts 


brethren. 


The churches at Corinth, at Epheſus, at Rome and other plaves 


where the chriſtian faith had found reception, were of this deſerip- 


tion. They wete ſocieties or congtegations of Chriſtians who met 


| © Heb, ix. $1, 


+ I Pet, ii. 55 


5 beparatim nemd habeffit deo neve novors ed ne ad venas nifl publice adfeitos, privatim co- 
lunto. Cic, de leg, I. i, 8. And the ſubſequent laws of the Roman empire were not more fa. 
vourable to the public exerciſe of Chriſtian worſhip, as the ſucceſſive perſecutions of the church, 


and the ediQts expreſsly forbidding them to aſſemble for this purpoſe fully ſhew, 


04 


h, 


1 
together in private ®, in the night +, in one another's houſes t, in 
ſuch places as they could aſſemble in with fafety unmoleſted by 
their enemies. Whatever temporary intermiſſion of their fears, what- 
ever local indulgences they experienced, it was not till the time of 
Conſtantine that they enjoyed the full liberty of profeſſing their faith, 
and exerciſing their worſhip in places publicly allowed and ſet apart 
for ſuch uſes ; and therefore it is not till then that we muſt look for 
the * of Chriſtian churches. 


"The bete and Iminunities which under ſome preceding Empe- 
rors they enjoyed & were too precatious and interrupted to allow 
much progreſs to be made in the ere&ion of churches: and that which 
the indulgence of one Emperor might have encouraged them to un- 
dertake was ſoon: put a ſtop to and overthrown by the rigorous 
ſeverity of another [. It was the ſubje& of contemptuous reproach 
from their heathen adverſaries that they had no temple, no 


altars, none of the ſplendid images and ornaments of the heathen 
| Cc 2 tem- 


„Nam qui 2 eo GR videbantur occulte & per latebras divinum officium celebrare. 
Greg. Teron, apud Euſeb. Eccles, Hi. c. x. 


* 


+ Nihil aliud ſe (Plinium) de faoris eorum comperiſſe quam citus antelucanos ad eanendum 


+ Chriſtoet Deo et ad confederandam diſciplinam, Tertul. Apel. Plia. I. x. ep. g7.,—Quis nocturnis 
conventionibus fi ita oportuerit a latere ſuo eximi libenter feret ? Tertul. ad uxerem, |. 2. 


T Acts xxviii, 30. Rom. xvi. f. 23. Philem. ii, 2, &c. 
Euſeb. l. vii. c. 13. 


I Euſeb. I, viii. c, 2. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(41 
temples*. And their own arguments in anſwer to theſe reflections 
ure an acknowledgement of the fact +. 


While perſecution was their lot they patiently yielded in this as 
in every thing elſe to the will of providence which had fo ordained it; 
but no ſooner had the Emperor granted them permiſſion to build 
churches and enjoy unmoleſted the privilege of frequenting them, 
than with uncommon joy and expedition they ſet about the pious 
work||; not leſs happy to have that liberty reſtored than were the Jews 
in the reign of Cyrus to have the liberty of rebuilding theirs. 
Churches were immediately erected in the chief cities; and from that 
time wherever the Chriſtian faith hath extended the example hath 

| been 


In hac conſueſtis parte crimen nobis maximum impieratis affigere, quod neque zdes ſacras vene- 
rationis ad officia conftruamus, non Deorum alicujus ſimulachrum 6 altaria fubrice- 
mus, non aras &c. Armed. I. vi. ( 

Cur nullas aras habent, templa nulla, mall nota ſimulachra. Cecil contra Una Felice, 


I Putatis autem nos occultare quod colimus fi delubra & aras non habemas. ibid. 

Plus noſtra miſericordia infumit vicatimquam veſtra religio templatim. Tertul» pol. 

Templa extruimus nulla, nec eorum effigies adoramus, &c.— nunquid enim delubris aut templorum 
eum conſtructionibus honoramus. Arnob. I. yi.—Origen contra Celſum, I. viii. 

Tum tibi auro diſtincta laquearia & pretioſi marmoris cruſtis veſtita domicilia ſordebunt cum ſcieris 
te excolendum magis, te potius ornandum, domum tibi hanc eſſe potiorem quam Dominus inſedit 
Templi vice, in qua ſpiritus ſanctus cœpit l. itare. 1 hanc domum pigmentis innocentiæ, 
illuminemus luce juſtitiz. Cyprian. | 


t Euſeb. l. x. c. 256 


Ku Tis ug aracy inves xapa, &c. Euſeb. I. x. c. 2. 
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1 9. 1. 
been followed; and in the building 05 decoration of theſe no ex- 
pence hath been ſpared that could mark the pious deſire of the faith- 
ful to ere& for the carthly habitation of the Deity edifices ſuited to 
the honour of his name: Witneſs thoſe venerable ſtructures which 
remain in our own country, alike gratitying to the antiquary as ſpe- 
cimens of the architecture of the times, and to the pious Chriſtian 
as proofs of their early devotion and zeal, It can at no time have 


been ſaid of the Chriſtian world that they have ** dwelled in ceiled 
66 houſes and let the church of God lie waſte . 


D —— Coæval 

* Excitabat Theodorus archiepiſc. [Cantuar.) fidelium devotionem et voluntatem in quarumlibet 
provinciarum civitatibus, nec non villis, eccleſias fabricandi, paroecias diſtinguendi, aſſenſus re- 
gios procurando ut fi qui ſufficientes eſſent & ad Dei honorem pro voto haberent ſuper proprium 


fundum eccleſias conſtruere, earundem perpetus patronatu gauderent, M. S. Cod. Cantuar, 
Aulæ Trinit. Net: ane Bid. Hift.1.,v.c. 8. | 


+ Paintings were very early introduced into Chriſtian churches, ** Certiimam fidem facit(AnguC- 
tinus) in parietibus paſſim depingi conſueviſſe Chriſtum hinc inde Petrum & Paulum laterales ha- 
bentem, atque etiam Abrahamum filium ſuum immolantem. Sed et martyrum fortiſſimos agones 
in eccleſiis etiam effigiari ſolitos teſtantur Baſilius, Gregorius Nyſſenus & alii complures qui om - 
nes eodem quo Conſtantinus vixere ſæculo. Bares. an. 57. 


4 Correſpondent with the ſtate of our country was the ſimplicity of the firſt churches in Britain. 
Wood and thatch were the materials of which they were conſtructed. Theſe were ſucceeded by the 
more durable materials of ſtone and lead. At length the refinements of taſte were introduced, and ar- 
tiſts were ſought from among the more poliſhed nations to add ornament to utility, and decorate with 
ſnitable embelliſhments though fill with ſimplicity the houſes of God, A few extracts from the 
venerable Bede, in proof of the early ſtate of our AY may not be unacceptable to the lovers 
of antiquity. . 

Rex Edvinus (an. 637) baptizatus eſt Eboraci die ſancto paſchæ in eccleſia 8. Petri apoſtoli quam 
ihidem ipſe de ligno conſtruxit mox majorem ipſo in loco & auguſtiorem de /apide fabricare baſi- 


licam 


„% . — * — 
— 5 — 


[OE 
Coævel with the liberty to erect them is the practice of donſecra- 


tion * nor have Chriſtians at any time entered upon the ſacred of- 


Kees 
ne wm fe cuſus medio ipſum quod prius FeckFat oratorium int ludererur. Bede Hiſt. I. ii. c. 14, 
tmn qua videlicet civitate (Liadocous) et eechſam operis egregi ir d fecit. c. 26. Al 
CANDIDAM Cavan e quod ibi ectleſiam de lapide iaſolito Bhritoni las more focerit. 1. ih o. 4. 
- Aidano epiſc. de bac vita ſublato, Finan pro illo gradum epiſcopatus a Scotis ordinatus ac miſſus 
atcdperat 3 qui in infula Lindiy farnenſi fecit eccleſiam epiſcopali ſede congruam. Quam tamen, more 
Sober, non de dd tel de robire dv detam eit atque ende tex. Quium tamen, tem. 
pore ſequente, Reverendiſs. Archiepis. Theollorus in honorem beati Petri apo, de dicavit. Sed vt Epi. 
ſcopus lociipfius Eadberht ablata arundine plumbei lamiais eam totam, hoc eſt tedtum & ipſos quoque 
parietes ejus cooperire curavit, Bed. l. iii. c. 2 5.—Hen., Huntindon l. iii. 

Suſcepit vero pro. Wilfrido.epiſcopatum Haguſtaldenſis ecclefiee Acca preſbyter ejus—qui et 4p- 
fius ecclefiz ſue quz in beati Andres apoſt. honorem confecrata eſt, zdificium multiſaris drcore 
ac mirificis ampliavit aperibus—vaſa ſancta & tuminaria aliaque hujuſmodi que ad ornatum do- 
mus Dei pertinent ſtudioſiſſune paravite Bed, I. v. c. 42. 

Miſit (Rex Pictorum) legatarios ad virum venerabilem Ceelttidem, abbatem monaſſerii bemorum 

apoſtolorum Petri & Pauli quod eſt ad oftium Viri amnis, & juxta amne m Tina, in loco qui vocatur 
. Set archite8tos Kbi mint pebit, qui l jaxta moren . ane eccleſiam de lapide ingenti 


| Benediitus oveand Wand, Galmas petens, cementarios qui labidrum ſibi ecclefiarn Jt Romano. 
rum quem femper A mdat morem facerent, poſtulavit, accepit, attulit. t tantum in operando ſtudium, 
piæ amore Beati Petri in cujus honorem faciebit, en hibuit, ut inter undus anni cirtulum ex quo fun- 
damenta ſunt jacta, culminibus ſuperpoſitis, miſſarum inibi ſolennia celebrari videres. Proximante 
ad per fectum opere miſit legatarios Galliam qui witri ſacbores, artifices videlicet Brittannis eatenus in- 
cognitds, ad cancellandas eccleſiz, porticumque & cænaculorum ejus feneſtras adducerent, Bed. Hf. 
Abbat. Wiremuth & Girwiens. 
| DefunRus autem Rex beatiſſimus (leaner an eee craftino ſepiiltus ell Losch, in eoclelia 
quam ipſe nove compeſitionis genere conſtruxerat, à qua poſt multi eccleſias eonftruentes exemplum 
adepti opus illud expenſis æmulabantur ſumptuoſis. Matt. Paris. 


EM & et v wed jh way an WD ttrcr overcs)ele heben, vſcunt ene 
rer GT) e $900 10%Infrs drupurr, M T4 um dude v, Twr wf de +; e 
our Euſeb. I. x. c. 3. 


{ umn I 
fies to be celebrated in them without firſt dedicating them to God's 
ſervice by fome ſolemnity of this kind, ſeparating them from 
3 profane uſes, to be kept holy to the Lord +. 80 
D 2 ſolemn 


+ The ceremony of this ſotemnity on the defication of the firſt Chriſti church at Jerufilem conſiſt- 
ed of appropriate prayers and praiſes, and, among other ſervices alike corretpondent with the oocafion, 
the adminiſtration of the ſacrament cf the Lord's ſupper, which Kill forms a part of this ſolemn office 
in our church. Eu/eb. de vita Conſtantini. 


The accounts which our own early hiſtorians give us of the conſecration of ſome of our cathedral 
and larger churches ſhew that it was a ſervice celebrated with great ſotemnity, and attended in many 
caſes, not only by the Biſhop by whom the fervice was to be performed, but by other Biſhops, No- 
bles and royal Perſonages, 


That of LAN DIsranu, note p. 10.— C ATEN BURY 2. 1114, M.Par.—St.ALBAN's 4.1116. Rex 
Henricus cum regina ſua, ad natale domini, die ſc.-Innocentium, interfuit dedicationi eccleſiz 8. 


Albani quam dedicavit Archiep, Rothom. Ganfridus, Sed cum prz magnitudiae eccleſiz fati- 
garetur, ſubiit onus Robertus Lincolnienſis ſub abbate ejuſdem loci Richardo viro venerabili re. 


quiſitus— Interfuerunt autem huic dedicationi cum rege & regina ejus Matilda Rothomag. Arch- 
iepiſcop, Ganfridug, London, Ep. Richardus, Sariſb. Roger, Dunelmens. Ranulphus cum comitibus 
Angliz et Normaniæ multis, Richardo abbate ipfi Regi & aliis omnibus neceſſaria largiter procu- 
rante, M.Par,—CIRENCESTER @. 1177, a Bartholomæo Exon, epiſcopo, preſente domino rege pa- 
tre Angliæ qui eidem eccleſizz in dedicatione ſua magnos redditus dedit, Roger de Howeden, annal, 


The neglect of this ſolemn rite in many churches gave occafion to a Conſtitution in the following 
century, requiring all churches whether cathedral, coltegiare or parochial, to be conſecrated within 
two years, (afterwards one) from their completion, Concil. Othon, & Otbobos. Gihſon Cod. About 
this time (an. 1238) were conſecrated the churches of WzLLs, Alx oo, EvesHan, GLov- 
CaSTER, TaWKESBURY, WINCHCOMB, PzasHoRE, Alczsrix and many others, Matt. Paris, 
. quoque ſab eodem dedicata eſt nobilis eccleſia ſtrutturæ aſpectabilis xovi TEMPLI Londi- 

| nenſis 


1 38 3 
ſolemn and memorable was this feaſt of dedication #, that its anni- 
verſary is even to this day obſerved in many parts of this kingdom, 


the feſtive part of its inſtitution being {till kept up though its reli- 
gious purpoſes have long fince ceaſed to be remembered . 


Nothing then in the argument of the apoſtle, in the nature of the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, or the practice of the Chriſtian church, appears 


to 


nenſis, preſenteRege & multis regni magnatibus, qui eodem die (ſc. aſcenfionis) completis dedicati. 
onis ſolemniis, convivium in menſa nimis lauta celebrarunt, ſumptibus Hoſpitaliorum, ib,—SAnc- 
Ti PauLi Londini ab epiſcopo ejusdem loci, preſente rege & multis epiſcopis & magnatibus, qui 
omnes ea die convivium cum ipſo epiſcopo & canonicis lætanter celebrarunt, ib.— An, 1242. Eccle- 
fia conventualis canonicorum de WALTAM ſolenniter valde ab epiſcopo Norwicenſi, aſſiſtentibus 
aliis plurimis epiſcopis prælatis & magnatibus venerabilibus. ibid — An. 12,8, Eccleſia sAxIsBu- 


RIENSIS in craſtino Sti. Michaelis ab Archiepiſcopo Cantuzrenfi Bonifacio, præſentibus Rege & 


piælatorum copioſa multitudine. ibid. — An. 1281. Eccleſia de HALEs; præſentes erant dom, 


Rex & Regina & fere omnes Anglicæ magnates & przlati ; epiſcopi vero tredecim, qui omnes 
miſſam die dedicationis celebrarunt, quilibet vero ad ſuum altare, ibid - Anno quoque ſub 
eodem nimis nobilis eccleſia cathedralisELY 2x $18, cujus preſbyterium præter que hoc turrim excelle. 
ntiflimam opere admirabili ac ſumptuoſo nimis Hugo, ejuſdem loci epiſcopus omnis honoris & ho- 
neſtatis amator magnificus propriis ſumptibus uſque ad perfectam conſummationem conſtrux- 
erat. officio intererant dedicationis ipſe Elyens. epiſc. quod diu ante fitienter deſideraverat; 


item Norwicienſis & Lond. Epp · affuerunique eidem ſolemnitati dominus Rex & multi Magnates 
regis, Prezlati quoque & clerici innumerabiles, ibid. 


* Eſcaumwy 10 — 1 whupnor; "#9prn« Euſeb. 


8 + Among other Feaſts to be obſerved and kept holy, this was one. Solennitas dedicationum 
eceleſiarum parochialium & ſanftorum in quorum honorem eccleſiæ parochiales dedicantur, 36 
Edw. 3. an. 1362. By an act of Hen, vitz. © The feaſt of dedicacyon of the Church ſhall in all 


places throughout this realm be celebrated & kept on the fyrſt Sunday of the month of Octobre 
for ever, and upon none other day.” 
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to leflen che veneration in which we hold the places that are ſet apart 
for divine worſhip. On the contrary, the alluſion of the Text to the 
Temple of divine worſhip implies the neceſſity of keeping that holy; 
and the practice of conſecration is warranted by the example of the 
Church in all ages from the time they firſt began to build them. 


Still it will — ad there is ſomething of ſuperſtition and popiſh 
ceremony in the practice of conſecrating Churches; as if the prayer 
to be preſented in them would not be equally efficacious, and the 


e alike acceptable to God if this 1 were omitted. 


In the deſign of conſecration there can be 3 ſuperſtitious. 
The deſign is ſuch as cannot but approve itſelf to the ſober judg- 
ment of every ſerious and unprejudiced mind. It is an humble 
dedication of the place to God s ſervice. It is in itſelf en act of 


devout reſpect and reverence to the Being who is to be worſliip- 


ped in it; and it is deſigned to lead us from a greater reverence of the 


place of God's worſhip to the greater reverence of God himſelf. 


In the mode there may have been ſome things to offend. That 
may have been at times not altogether free from ſuperſtition, or it 
may have been loaded with ceremonies that were trifling or of- 
fenſive. But it is not what the modes of other Churches may have 
been, or at this time may be; it is in the mode that our own 
Church hath adopted, and you this day have witneſſed, that I aſk 
what there is that is like ſuperſtition? 

| E So 


Is it a ſervices of pomp, parade and myſtery ? Is it a form without 
Fm rational end in view to make it acceptable to God or uſeful to 
ourſelves? Is it not an office at once ſolemn and ex preſſive, decent in 
itſelf, well adapted to procure and preſerve a becoming reverence to 
God and to the place that is called by his name, and calculated, as far 
as our humble prayers can effect, to draw down his bleſſing both upon 
the place and upon all the ſervices that are to be celebrated in it ? 


Not to dwell upon the effect of our humble prayers to the ſancti- 
fication vf the place and the acceptance of the ſervices to be perform- 
ed in it, ſuch is in itſelf the decency of ſetting apart * from all 
« thhallowed; ordinary and profitic uſes &, the place in which the 
great Gbd of Heaten is to be approached and worſhipped, fo conge- 
nial With the feelings of piety, and fo well calculated to impreſs the 
worſhippet with a ſtrong ſenſe of the purity and holineſs with which 
he ſhould come into the preferice of the divinity, that if there had 
been no countenance in ſcripture for what we Ub, nb ns in 
antiquity, none of the examples of former ages to direct us, we 
thould have thought it decent and right to diſtinguiſh the place de- 
figned fot füuch holy uſes with peculiar reverence, to mark its de- 
fignation with ſbint appropriate Tervice, and to implore as. we this 
day do the divine bleffing upon ourſelves and ſervlces, that he will 
«© have teſpect unto the prayer of his ſetvarts T and © hearken unto 
„ the ſupplications whith they ſhall make towards this place 7. _— 
Amn 2851 S221 . a4 | | 175 2 
* Confirmation Service. 
$ 2 Chron, vi. 19. 4 v. 21. 
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We clnnbt mark with tod firong 4 Une of diſtinction from all 
ther places that in which the great King of Kings condeſcends to 
jective the allftrefſss and to hold comminich With His ereatufes. 
Though he is not viſibly preſent, yet as the plade in which he is ſþi- 
ritually to be met and worſhipped there is ſomething due to his 
preſence, ſome reyerence that the pious mind naturally feels Himſelf 
inclined to pay, far remote from ſuperſtition ; and whatever tends to 

ſtrengthen this veneration, and cheriſh i.. the mind of the worſhipper 
a « Gans: of the diſpoſitions with which he ſhould come before God, 
is ſurely not without its uſe. 


With whatever familiarity thoſe may come into the divine preſence 
who feel no ſenſe of the infinite diſtance between God and then, that 
exterior reſpect which the pious mind pays to the place which has 
been conſecrated to his ſervice is the dictate of genuine piety. There 
is ſomething in theſe feelings of reſpe& to the preſence of the Deity 
which approves itſelf to our feaſon as Kighly decorous. To the nate 
of God, the place of his worſhip, hls word, his dtdinatices, every 
thing belong ting to His Kriss, the pious mind feels a reſpectful 
reverence. It is a feeling that We have from our earlleſt years. It has 

own up with us; and it has not like many of the ſuperſtitious ho- 
Ber of our childhood been diſperſed by the light which we have de- 
rived from advancing years, but it has been ſtrengthened as we be- 
came better acquainted with the Being to whom this veneration is 

The more we know of him the more we feel ourſelves bound 

to pay him the ref] pect we do; and the more we feel how inadequate 
the ſtrongeſt marks of it that we can pay are to his infinite perfections. 
It 


„ 

It is too much the diſpoſition of the age to conſider every. thing of 
this kind as ſuperſtition. | Thoſe external rites which the wiſdom of 
God who knoweth our infirmities, or the piety of man. conſcious of 
his own, hath in paſt ages ordained as helps to devotion, are conſidered 
as the weak inventions of men, and remnants of that ſuperſtition 
which they diſcover in every ceremonial of religion. 


| Perhaps the time may come when Religion fhall have no exterior 
left to be the object of their ſcorn; when all but its morality ſhall 
be conſidered as prieſtcraft ; when public prayer ſhall be called hy- 
pocriſy ; when prayer of any kind ſhall be thought an' exerciſe fit 
only. for the unenlightened bigot, and the gloomy cell of the recluſe; 
when literally and ſtrictly it ſhall be contended that the heart alone is 
the temple in which the divinity is to be worſhipped, and the moral 


duties all that is worth preſervingfrom the ryins of religion. When 
that time ſhall be (which God avert I) I need not predict of what ſort 
their morality will. be 3 a morality ** firmed after the rudiments of 
“the world and not after Chriſt® : formed to ſuit the ſentiments 
and manners of a licentious age, to be ſubſervient to the views of 
worldly intereſt or ambition, and to interpoſe the feweſt checks to the 
indulgence of their paſſions, every reſtraint of which they will con- 
ſider as an abridgement of the a and an infringement of their 
rights, | 


I forbear to anticipate even in n imagination a proſpect too ſenſibly 


realized in one part of the world, when they ſhall have none of the 


checks 
© Colofl. it: 8. 
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checks of religion to reſtrain them from the diſorders and crimes in- 
to which their ungoverned paſſions would quickly lead them: for 
only ſo long as religion ſhall be reſpected and its ordinances ob- 
ſerved can its effect upon the morals and happineſs of ſociety be 
expected. Soon will the abſence of religious principle be felt in 


this or any country that ſhall think itſelf too wiſe to need or too 
independent to ſubmit to its influence, 


It is not we hope to any great extent that this is at preſent the 
caſe in our own country ; yet there are, amidſt great and ex- 
emplary remains of pure and undefiled religion, ſome ſymptoms of 
declining piety, in the profanation of the Sabbath, in the neglect of 
public worſhip, in the contempt of religious inſtitutions. Too many 
there already are, who, with all the conceit of the age in which we 
live, fancy theſe beggarly elements unſuited to their enlightened 
minds, and unneceſſary in the preſent ſtate of things. A ſort of fa- 
miliarity is creeping in, which forgets the reſpe& which is due 
to their Creator, dropping all the exterior marks of veneration, 
every thing like a public acknowledgement of their dependance, 
even to the omiſſion of that habit of thankſgiving without which the 
pious Chriſtian would not in former times have fat down to his meals. 


But whatever other improvements we may have to boaſt of, what 
is there that we ſee in the preſent ſtate of mankind to render the aids 
of divine grace, or the helps that we derive from the wiſe and well 
intended ordinances of religion leſs neceſſary than at any former pe- 
riod ? This above all others is not the time to abandon any of the 


F out- 
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oiiryoiks of religion. On no contrary, in proportion to "their 
greater tendency to trample down all the inſtitutions of antiquity 
ſhould be the reſpect in which we hold them, and our care to preſerve 
them; well knowing from what we ſee around us, that when its 
ordinances are deſpiſed, and its inſtitutions trampled under foot, re- 
Iigion itſelf will not be long reſpected. Whatever might be the 
caſe with ſome few of ſtrong ſpiritual feelings, who, like the early 
converts to Chriſtianity, might be proof againſt all the diſcourage- 
ments of a deſpiſed or even perſecuted religion, with reſpect to the 
maſs of Chriſtians they need all the aids which are to be derived from 
theſe ſubſidiary inſtitutions, without which their devotion would 
languiſh and their ſpiritual affections would not be kept alive. It js 
not therefore wiſe, it is not prudent to leſſen their reſpect for theſe; 
much leſs is it allowable, for the purpoſe of prejudicing their minds 
againſt eſtabliſhed inſtitutions, to charge us with corruptions and ſu- 
perſtitions that do not belong to our church. 


If in paſt ages the purity of divine worſhip has been corrupted by 

ceremonies offenſive to the ſober feelings of reaſon, let not that which 
has been done away ſtill be confidered as belonging to it; nor let the 
' opprobrious terms of ſuperſtition, idolatry and popery be applied to a 


church which has long fince reformed thoſe errors and corruptions 
which might once have been deſerving of them. 


In fo far as the ferviees of the church of Rome were 3 
or loaded with ceremonies that were unmeaningor offenſive they were 
* that which is good for the uſe of edifying”” we retain, 


without 


LY 
without the vain conceit of forming every thing anew, and retaining 


nothing that has been theirs. Whatever of ſuperſtition there was in 


this ſolemnity, whatever needleſs additions had been made to 
the few. and fignificant ceremonies that were in uſe in the firſt de- 
dication of Chriſtian churches, theſe with other ceremonies which 


were not thought confiſtent with the ſimplicity of Chriſtian wor- 


ſhip were diſcontinued at the Reformation, and we at this day come 
as near as We can, in this as in all our liturgy, to the practice of the 


| primitive church. 


The fair and candid obſerver of the preſent ſolemnity, whatever 


his prejudices may have led him to expect, will own that there is 


nothing in the ſervice that he hath this day heard which is not per- 


fectly rational, and free from the leaſt tincture of ſuperſtition. 


Were it a ſervice of unmeaning pomp and ceremeny—Did we aſ- 
cribe to it any charm that ſhould operate to purify the place or 
ſanctify the ſervices to be performed in it—Did we by the act of 
conſecration, free as it is from every thing of parade or myſtery, ſup- 
poſe that the place is ſo hallowed that our ſeryices muſt neceſſarily be 
ſo too—Did we confine the ſalvation of ſouls to thoſe who worſhip 


within theſe walls, or reſt in the ground to be this day hallowed 


for the reception of thoſe who fleep in Chriſt, there might be ſome 
ground for calling it a relick of popiſh ſuperſtition. But with all 
our predilection for the church whoſe members we are, attached to 
its conſtitution, and believing it to be both in doctrine and diſcipline 

| formed 


1 2 ] 

formed aſter the pureſt models and to be profitable for doctrine, for 

% reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs *, for 

all the edifying purpoſes for which the church of Chriſt is ary 

tuted, we boaſt not of infallibility, nor pretend to claim any exclu- 
ſive right to the keys of heaven. 


Leaving to others who think leſs favourably of our Church the 
freeſt liberty to worſhip God in other places, we prepare for our- 
ſelves a Temple not adequate to the Being to whoſe ſervice it is 
raiſed ; © for what houſe will ye build me, faith the Lord + ?”” but 
- ſuch as creatures limited by confined capacities and powers can erect 

to the infinitely great and holy Being who created all things. The 
building which we erect is, with that reverence which we think due 
to ſo great a Being, conſecrated to his ſervice. It is held facred as 
the houſe of God, never to be deſecrated or defiled. But after all 
that human ingenuity can contrive or piety effect, it is at laſt but 
the temple made with hands. We ourſelves muſt make our own 
tervices ſuch as ſhall be ſuitable to the place and acceptable to 
the Being whom we worſhip in it. We muſt . fſanctify the Lord 
«« God in our hearts 4 as well as in the houſe that is called by 


his name. 


What the defilements were which were expreſsly forbidden or 
generally underſtood to pollute the ſanctuary of God, I need not 
enumerate. To thoſe which are more applicable to our own times 
I ſhall confine the few obſervations that the time will allow me to 


make on this head. 


IE From 
® 2 Tim iii. 6. + AQ vii. 49. EY, = We- 
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From you who have given proof of your piety to God in the erec- 
tion of this expenſive edifice, there is not, I am ſatisfied, any thing to 
be feared like ſacrilege or profanation. I am not afraid that you 
who, while others have been employed in the pollution of Tem- 
ples and defacing the altars of God, have been engaged in the pious 
work of erecting this building to the honour of his name, will follow 
that example and ſo deſecrate or deſpoil it. I am not afraid that you 
will be “ robbers of churches or blaſphemers of your God * 
that you will at any time ** pollute this holy place, and make that 
e which ſhould be called the houſe of prayer a den of thieves- “. It 
is not to be feared while the preſent generation ſhall remain, and theſe 
walls ſhall ſtand a monument of your reverence to. God and your zeal 
for his ſervice, that you will riſe in rebellion againſt him, or that you 
will ſet up an idol in his place “who ſhall oppoſe and exalt himſelf 
above all that is called God or that is worſhipped 1. You need 
not the page of hiſtory to.inform you, or the-word of God to denounce 
unto you that ifanyſodefile the Temple of God *him ſhallGod deſtroy.” 
You have ſeen upon a large ſcale the dreadful conſequences that 
follow the defilement of the Temple of God.. In that country you 
have ſeen (God forbid that you ſhould ſee it in your own !) that 


« He hath taken away his tabernacle as of a garden; he hath de- 


* ſtroyed his places of the aſſembly : the Lord hath cauſed the 


« ſolemn feaſts and ſabbaths to be forgotten in Sion, and 
G | „ hath: 


Adds xix. 37. + Matt. xxi. 13, t 2 Theſl, ii. 4, 


[ 2] | 
6 hath deſpiſed in the indignation of his * the King and the 
« Prieſt &. 


But though nothing like this we truſt is to be feared in the Tem- 
ple which has this day been conſecrated to the ſervice of God, it may 
be defiled by other means. It is not by facrilege alone, by profana- 
tion or indeeencies of a groſſer nature that it may be done. The im- 
pure worſhipper, he whoſe heart is not right with God, whoſe own 
foul is polluted with fin, who ſtill liveth in the ſins which he comes 
here to confeſs and contradicts in his life the profeſſions which he 
calls upon God to witneſs, he defileth this holy Temple. 


Into this ſacred place ſhould enter nothing that is unholy or im- 
pure. 75 The Temple of God is Holy. Le muſt be holy too 
When! you come within theſe walls it muſt be remembered that you 
are in the more immediate preſence of the Deity. Impreſſed with a 
ſenſe of his preſence 1 whom no people have at any time preſumed to 

approach without thoſe external rites that have marked the purity 
55 holineſs that are due to his preſence; whom if he were viſibly 
preſent, the object of our ſight as he is now tlie object of our faith, 
no eye could behold but with the profbundeſt veneration and awe, 
and of whom the belt praiſes that ſuch imperfect creatures 'can pre- 
ſent are very unworthy, you will come before him with clean 
thoughts and pure hearts, with bodies undefiled, and minds ſanc- 
« tified +.” You will “lift up holy hands 4 and offer the in- 


: | cenle 
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cenſe of a pure heart. You will « worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
« truth,” with that true and fpiritual worſhip without which nei- 


ther the Temple nor the ſervice can at any time find acceptance in 
his ſight. | 


It is not enough, you well know, to build churches unto God, 
or to be members of any communion however reformed or pure. It 
is not the erection of this building, however laudable the defign— 
it is not the moſt ſolemn conſecration of it—it is not even your 
moſt regular attendance upon the ordinances that will be celebrated 
in it, that will alone ſanctify your devotions here, or at any time 
releaſe you from the diſcharge of other duties. The offering muſt 
be pure as well as the place; yourſelves as well as the ſervice ; the 


Temple of your bodies as well as the Temple in which your ſervices 
are preſented. 


In vain has the pious care of our anceſtors left us the venerable 
buildings which remain to adorn our land—In vain do we rebuild 
the mouldering columns of antiquity—In vain have we been at fo 
much coſt of expence and time to erect a building more commodi= 
ous to receive the numerous worſhippers that a populous and grow- 


ing neighbourhood required, if we neglect the ends for which ſuch 


buildings are intended, or in the ſervices to be here performed it 


is that the whole of our religion is to be found, 


If we conceive that the eoſtlineſs of the ſtructure will be ſuffi- 
client to diſpenſe with the ſervice, or if we be diſpoſed to ſubſtitute 
form 
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form for ſubſtance, or to reſt upon forms alone however excellent 


they be, our religion is again a ceremonial one ; we do that which 
the Jews before us did with their Temple and ſervices, and we muſt 
be prepared to expect that the' conſequences will ſooner or later 
be the ſame. You have a proof at hand that the Temple and the 
forms of worſhip may remain, the moſt expenfive ſtructures, and all 
the exteriors of devotion in the higheſt pomp. and ſplendor, when 
the ſoul of religion is departed. . You have their example to warn 
you that from formal devotees, from conſtant attendants upon the 
exteriors of devotion even to ſuperſtition, the diſtance is not great 
to downright infidelity and a mockery. of all religion. 


To a congregation actuated by the deſire which has led to the 
erection of this building, I need not expreſs a hope that they will 
neither profane it to unholy uſes, nor diſcredit the laudable zeal 


they, have ſhewn to raiſe. it by a cold, a formal, or a rare attend- 


ance in it. 


The earneſt deſire to prepare for themſelves and the many others 
that were precluded from the means of worſhipping the God of 
their fathers, a Temple ſuited to the honour of Bis name, relieves 
me from the taſk of preſſing upon you the duty of a faithful attend- 
ance upon the ordinances of our Church and an exemplary deport- 
ment in it. Thankful for the opportunity that is now provided, 
the ſerious Chriſtian will want no perſuaſion to induce him to em- 


ploy it to his own comfort and edification ; and he will rejoice that 
a 
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a place 1 is now prepared capacious to receive all who are alike de- 
firous to frequent it. 


No longer ſhall the conſcientious worſhipper complain that he 
cannot find a place to pay his devotions to God, and to hear the 
things in which his ſoul delighteth. No longer ſhall he go away 
diſappointed from the place to which his education, his habits, his 
convictions lead him. No longer even ſhall the pretext be afford- 
ed to thoſe whom the lighteſt excuſes are ſufficient to keep away 
when the attachment is weak and the will is wanting: the re- 
moval of a cauſe of which there was but too much occaſion to 
—_— will done to each how far that cauſe. epplicg to himſelf. 


For the poor, ts intereſted and, equally entitled to a ſhare 
in their heavenly Father's houſe, large and comfortable proviſion 
has been made; that they will be now without excuſe to ſilence 
their own conſcience, to ſtop. the mouth of their miniſter, or to 
defeat the benevolent counſels of their ſuperiors, whoſe friendly 
aſſiſtance, never in vain ſolicited for the relief of their temporal 
neceſſities, will, not, I truſt, be wanting to complete a more im- 
portant good intended for them in their ſpiritual.. 


To all of whatever deſcription it is a ſubject of great joy that the 
Houſe of God is now ready for your reception; and if in that joy 
I feel my ſhare, it is becauſe it has fallen to my lot to know how 
much you needed this accommodation——it is becauſe, in a long 
connection with you, I have felt with painful ſolicitude your in- 
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convenience and my own; yours, who were ill provided or not 
at all accommodated in the former church ; and my own, wha, 
with whatever deſire to diſcharge the important relation ſubſiſting 
between us, wanted the opportunity to do it—it is becauſe I an- 
ticipate for thoſe who ſhall ſucceed me in the ſituation in which 
1 ſtand, a pleaſure above every other gratifying to thoſe who mi- 
« niſter about holy things, the pleaſure of ſeeing this great con- 
gregation united in pouring out their hearts before God in his Holy 
place, hearing the divine word, and ſtrengthening one another 
by their mutual example and prayers : for I truſt in that God who 
hath put it into your hearts to build this houſe unto his name, that 
the day which you have ſo long deſired to ſee will be marked 
with the conſecration, of yourſelyes as well as this Temple to his 
ſervice—that you will not, by negle& or inattention on your own 
part, loſe the benefits which thoſe Who have been active in this un- 
dertaking conſidered themſelves as inſtruments in the hand of God 
to procure for you ; but that you will fulfil their joy, and make 
it indeed a ſubject of joy unto yourſelves, by a faithful and conſci- 
entious uſe of the opportunities it will afford you to, pay your. de- 
votions to God, and attend to the care of your ſouls. 


